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Abstract Butterflies newly added to the fauna of Nepal, after the publication of Colin Smith's 
“Illustrated Checklist of Nepal's Butterflies” in 1993, are recorded with figures. Very rare 
species, forms and sexes are also figured with data. 
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Introduction 


This report is mainly based on the collection of lepidopterous insects made by the late Mr 
Toshiro Haruta. His first visit to Nepal was in 1963 as the chief of the Lepidopterological 
Research Expedition to Nepal Himalaya. The expedition party collected in the valley of the 
Tamur River in East Nepal, and around Kathmandu Valley in Central Nepal, and the result 
of the researches was published in Special Bulletin of the Lepidopterological Society of 
Japan, No. 4, in November 1970. Mr Haruta and his son, Meiro Haruta resumed the 
researches of the Nepal Lepidoptera around 1978, with the cooperation of local collectors 
living in Kathmandu Valley, and their joint effort continued as late as July, 1996. 
Meanwhile, Japanese friends of Mr T. Haruta, including Koji Suzuki, K. Morishita and 
Mizue Fukushima joined his collecting trips in Nepal. Their research trips ranged from the 
N. Western Nepal frontier to the Eastern extremities. 


As for Heterocera, the moths, “Moths of Nepal", part 1 to part 4, edited by T. Haruta, were 
published in 1992-1995, achieving a great reputation at home and abroad. But the sudden 
death of Mr T. Haruta in September, 1996, an unforeseen circumstance, changed prospects 
totally. On the butterfly fauna of Nepal, the most recent contribution was made by Colin 
Smith (1993), and the efforts of Mr T. Haruta and his cooperators were reflected in it. This 
checklist is an up-to-date and mostly reliable one. 


This new report deals with record of butterflies new to Nepal and those of very rare species, 
forms and sexes seldom caught. Morishita is responsible for the introduction, and the 
articles on Satyridae, Nymphalidae and Hesperiidae. Inomata for Pieridae and Lycaenidae. 
Before going further, we tender our warmest thanks to Mrs Shizuko Haruta, Dr Meiro Haruta, 
Messrs Yasunori Kishida and Hiroshi Yoshimoto, in Tokyo, for their constant help and 
encouragement. Our special thanks are due to Mrs Yuki Ito, a former member of the 
Japanese Embassy Staff in Kathmandu. The Haruta family and Morishita received ready 
and timely help from her. We also thank the M. S. Limbu family and the Augustine Thapa 
family in Godavari, Kathmandu Valley, for their continued cooperation in our researches. 


PIERIDAE (Inomata) 
Pontia callidice (Hübner) (Figs 2-4) 
Tata, alt. 4,490 m, Mahakali, W. Nepal: 4 7 2 €, 2-7. vii. 1995 (M. S. Limbu). 
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Fig. 1. Mr Toshiro Haruta and Mrs Yuki Ito. At Japanese Embassy, Kathmandu, Nepal. 
June 1992, photo by K. Morishita. 


Forewing length 19-21 mm. Much smaller than other races. This alpine pierid is widely 
distributed in Eurasia and also represented in N. America, but hitherto unknown to Nepal. 


LYCAENIDAE (Inomata) 

Chrysozephyrus kirbariensis (Tytler) (Figs 5-7) 

Jiri, alt. 2,300 m, Janakpur, E. Nepal: 5 12 $, 8-9. vii. 1994 (M. S. Limbu). 

Two specimens were recorded from E. Nepal by Fujioka (1970) with a description of a new 
population. This material is shabby one, judging from Fujioka’s picture. 

Chrysozephyrus assamicus (Tytler) (Figs 8-9) 

Dandeldhula, alt. 1,900 m, Mahakali, W. Nepal: 1 c, 2. vi. 1995 (M. S. Limbu). 


Few specimens known from W. Nepal (Smith, 1993). Very similar to the preceding species 
and C. bhutanensis (Howarth), but easily distinguished from them by having a small red spot 
at the anal angle on the underside of the hindwing. 


Cerastrina hersilia vipia Cantlie & Norman (Fig. 10) 
Lukla-Phakdingma, alt. 2,900 m, Sagarmatha, E. Nepal: 3 &^, 21. v. 1995 (K. Morishita) 


In the past no specimen from Nepal was illustrated. Fortunately K. Morishita obtained the 
above examples. 


SATYRIDAE (Morishita) 


Paralasa nepalica Paulus (Figs 11-14) 
Chya Lekh, alt. 3/740 m, Mahakari, N. W. Nepal: 95^ 1 $, 1-3. vii. 1995 (M. S. Limbu). 
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Figs 2-10. Butterflies of Nepal. 2. Pontia callidice (Hübner), 7. 3. Ditto, 2. 4. Ditto, JA, 
from N. India. 5. Chrysozephyrus kirbariensis (Tytler), c. 6. Ditto, #, UN. 7. 
Ditto, 9.. 8. Chrysozephyrus assamicus (Tytler), 9. 9. Ditto, UN (same individual). 
10. Cerastrina hersilia vipia Cantlie & Norman, <7. 


This new habitat is near the North-Western Nepal frontier, about 220 km west of Dolpo 
District, the type locality. 


$. (hitherto unknown): Forewing length 23mm, 1mm longer than the average c. 
Upperside, ground colour blackish brown, forewing reddish fulvous patch lighter in colour 
and broader than in c^, with its inner edge distinctly entering cell. Hindwing unmarked. 
Underside, ground colour and reddish fulvous portion slightly lighter in colour. Hindwing, 
submarginal series of white dots larger and more distinct than in c^. 


Ypthima methora methora Hewitson (Figs 15-16) 

Num, Koshi, E. Nepal: 6 s, 23-26. vi. 1988. 

New to Nepal, hitherto known from Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam to N. Yunnan. 
Elymnias vasudeva vasudeva Moore (Figs 17-18) 

Kusma, Kali, Gandaki, C, Nepal: 1 $, 16. iv. 1980 (Khadga, T.). 


The female is rarely caught. 
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Figs 11-22. Butterflies of Nepal. 11-14. Paralasa nepalica Paulus (11: c^, 12: ditto, A, 
UN; 13: 9, 14: ditto, 2, UN). 15. Ypthima methora methora Hewitson, 5. 16. 
Ditto, UN. 17. Elymnias vasudeva vasudeva Moore, €. 18. Ditto, UN (same individ- 
ual). 19. Aglais cashmirensis aesis (Fruhstorfer), 7, ab. 20. Lasippa viraja viraja 
(Moore), €. 21. Euthalia alpheda jamida Fruhstorfer, 7. 22. Ditto, 9.. 
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Figs 23-30. Butterflies of Nepal. 23. Hestina nicevillei nicevillei (Moore), 7. 24. Ditto, UN 
l (same individual). 25. Hestina persimilis persimilis (Westwood), €. 26. Ditto, UN 
(same individual). 27. Sephisa dichroa (Kollar), 7. 28. Ditto, UN (same individual). 

29. Sephisa chandra chandra (Moore), ?. 30. Ditto, UN (same individual). 
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Figs 31-37. Butterflies of Nepal. 31. Bibasis gotama gotama (Moore), 9. 32. Ditto, UN 
(same individual). 33. Celaenorrhinus pero lucifera Leech, 9. 34. Ditto, UN (same 
individual). 35. Satarupa zulla zulla Tytler, ?. 36. Thoressa aina (de Nicéville), J. 
37. Ditto, UN. 


NYMPHALIDAE (Morishita) - 


Aglais cashmirensis aesis (Fruhstorfer), ab. (Fig. 19) 
Godok, alt. 400 m, Mechi, E. Nepal: 1 c^, 3-5. 1. 1994 (K. Suzuki). 


Forewing length, 25mm. Upperside, scheme of markings entirely different from that of 
normal cashmirensis and somewhat recalling that of Inachis io, the Peacock Butterfly. 
Underside without postdiscal dark line. This butterfly seems to have descended from higher 
elevations towards winter. 


Lassipa viraja viraja (Moore) (Fig. 20). 
Num, Koshi, E. Nepal: 1 2, 22. vii. 1990. 


New to Nepal. This species resembles Neptis miah at a glance, but can be distinguished 
from it by having a prominently produced forewing apex and the inner edge of the upper 
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postdiscal band on the forewing above almost straight. The insect figured as Neptis miah 
miah in Pl. 344-5 by Smith (1993), may be this species. The distribution is rather curious, 
ranging from S. India, Nepal to Indochina Peninsula, Andamans and Borneo. 


Euthalia alpheda jamida Fruhstorfer (Figs 21-22) 
Num, Koshi, E. Nepal: 1 59^, 30. v. 1986; 1 €, 4. v. 1988. 
New to Nepal. Both the sexes rather small, with the subcostal white streaks on the forewing 


above markedly reduced, which is the feature of the Sikkim race. 


Hestina nicevillei nicevillei (Moore) (Figs 23-24) 
Kuntisong, alt. 2,900 m, Mahakali, W. Nepal: 1 c^, 29. vi. 1995 (M. S. Limbu). 
In Nepal this species has not been collected outside the Kathmandu Valley, where it occurs 


constantly as a very dark form, which was named ssp. nigra Morishita, 1997. 


Hestina persimilis persimilis (Westwood) (Figs 25-26) 

Dandeldhura, alt. 2,000 m, Mahakali, W. Nepal: 1 o^, 25-28. ix. 1994 (K. Suzuki); 1 o^, 3. 
vi. 1995 (M. S. Limbu) ; Godavari, Kathmandu Valley, C. Nepal: 1 #, 13. iv. 1984 (M. 
Harada). 


The first mentioned specimen may be second brood. Recently very rare in Nepal. 


Sephisa dichroa (Kollar) (Figs 27-28) 


Dandeldhura, alt. 2,000 m, Mahakali, W. Nepal: 1 1, 25-28. ix. 1994 (K. Suzuki); 1 o^, 3. 
vi. 1995 (M. S. Limbu). 


The first mentioned specimen may be the second brood. Very rare in Nepal. 
Sephisa chandra chandra (Moore) (Figs 29-30) 
Nagarjung, Kathmandu Valley, C. Nepal: 1 c^, 19. v. 1984. 


Very small individual, forewing length 28 mm having the postdiscal macular band flushed 
with orange. In Bhutan occur the forms with the postdiscal band totally orange. 


HESPERIIDAE (Morishita) 


Bibasis gotama gotama (Moore) (Figs 31-32) 
Num, Koshi, E. Nepal: 1 c", ix. 1990. 


New to Nepal. 

Celaenorrhinus pero lucifera Leech (Figs 33-34) 
Godavari, Kathmandu Valley, C. Nepal: 1 7, vii. 1990. 
Rare in Nepal, especially the female. 


Starupa zulla zulla Tytler (Fig. 35) 
Godavari, Kathmandu Valley, C. Nepal: 1 $, vii. 1990. 


The female, the first record in Nepal, may be the largest hesperiid butterfly on the Eurasian 
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Continent. 


Thoressa aina (de Nicéville) (Figs 36-37) 
Lukla-Phakdingma, alt. 2,900 m, Sagarmatha, E. Nepal: 2 c, 21. v. 1995 (K. Morishita). 


New to E. Nepal. 
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AIS — VESTA ORAS GR PALE + FASS) 


AIAN — VOMIT OV Tld, C. Smith, 1993 i£ X 2-3 NRE A DHS. ARC, BOR 
BERS LOUZOBNSORZ ko THES NES ( OMMEBMOMAOHDS, MV ALI 
RRS IVC VR VP BURR IT RD CB RRO EB) Oe, RANMETUCHKLR. BB, Ais 
DARDI b, Zv72TaaVfL VF AVF AVE, CRVUF aVBisRPOS, vos avVEB vy 
SF a TBAB LUL. Ke, ZFF a VEO Parnassius EVO BRBIZ D> TEE EC 
BURR L 72. 
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